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CHAPTER XXI1].
Besieged,

It was alne o'clock. We had swal. |

‘Jowed some breakiast, though 1 bellove l

80 one had manifested an appetite,
and we wore chesring ourselves with
the Idlest talk possible. Stoddard, who
had been 1o the chape! for his usual
saven o'clock service, was doep ln the
pocket Greok testament he nlways car
ried,

Hates ran In to report a summans
ot the outer wall, and Larry and |
went together to answer It, sendiog
Bates (o keep wateh toward the lake.

Our friend, the sherift, with a
uty, was outside 1n a buggy. He stood
wp and talked to us over the wall

“You gents understand that I'm only
dofng my duty. Its an unpleasant
business, but the court orders me to
#Ject all trespassers on the premises.
and 've got to do L.

"The Iaw 1% being used by an In
famous scoundrel to protect himself
1 don't Intend to give in. We can hold
out here for three months 1! neces
sary, and I advise you to keep away
and not act as & wol for & man ke
Plokering "

The sheriff [lstened respectfully
resting his arms on top of the wal

*“You ought to understand, Mr
arm, that I ain't the "
sherifl, and It's for me 10 |y
these questions  Pve got my
Bad I've got to entos
you will not muke
to use violence. Th
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toward us calling lou

“Ther're
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sheriff's hea
ma toward the
dorse pounding down 1
Bt Agnthn'y

“The law
tend to come In here
& & matter of uld
ering’s merely using the
respectablility to his mane

It was no time for a |
motives. We 1 88 1
past the water and down
bout-bouse. Far out on the
saw hill & dozen wen approac
Glenarm grounds Thesy
steadlly over th
apon the ice, ©
wance and evids

“It's Morgan
*And there's Ferguson ™

Larry chuckled and
thigh.

“Obaerve that stocky It
behind the leader. Hoe's m
from Scotland Yard  Lads!
weally an international affair”

*Dates, go back to the house
eall at any =ign of attack,” 1 o
*The shenfl's loose somewhere ™

“And Pickering Is directing his
forces from afar” remarked Stoddard

"1 count ten men In Margan's line
sald Larry, “and the gherilf and
deputy make two more. That's 12
eountiug Pickering, that we
on the other alde ™

"Warn them away before
much nearer,” sugpested
*We don't want to hurt people I we
can help it™ 1 wont
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—and ot this 1 to the
end of the pler. Morgan and kls men
Were now guite near, and th
mistaking their intentions
them carvied pguns, the
volvers and loag lee hooks

“Morgan.” | called. holding up
Bands for a tru “we wish you no
Barm, but if you enter thew
you do &0 at your |.- HL"

Thl‘_" had poanse il
Morgan and lis1e .'u-f‘l

“We're all sworn doputy o
ealled the caretaker smootl)s
Eot the law beh | S

*That must b why you're conunsg
I the back way™ 1 roplied

The thickeet muan whon
Mentified as the English det
came closer und addressed wme
Righ key.

*You're harboring a bad man, Mr
Glenarm. You'd better give him up
Tve got my papers and the American
law supports me. You'll get yourseif
to trowble I you protect that man
You may not understand, sir, that he's
& véry dangerous character”

“Thanks, Davidson'™ called Larry.
“You'd better keep out of this, You
*= > & bad man with the ahillalah!™

"t you are, you hlaekguard!™
47 4 ofoer, 80 spitetully that we
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Meanwhile Pates continued 10 cal
lastily from the bBouse.

"Come on at any cost,” shouted
Stoddard. putting himself hetwesn
and thoe men who were fiving w Mo
man’s aid

“Shoot, you fools, shoot!™ howle
Morgan, and as we started moross
open mondow and ran  toward
house a shotgnn roarsd hack of us
buckshot snapped and
stone of the
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I drew back to the boar-house

“They are not going to KMl anvbody
If they can help 10" remarked Stid
fdard, “any more than we are Even
deputy sheritfs are not turned loose to | 4o
do murder, and the Wabana comnty | canbie st
eourt wonldn't, If It hadn't been im l
posed on by Plckering, lend Itself to a |
game Hhe this,  And this basiness here
is only & private affair betwean Plckor
ing and the shenfl.,”

"“Now we're n for 1t
and the 12 men,
running across
shore

“"Open .!n-l fall back slowly
toward f\r hause,” 1 oommanded. And
wa deployed from the boat-house. while
the attacking party still eolung
gether,—a strategic error on thelr side,
As Larry Adsured us

“Stay together, lmds
mte. you'll get lost It you
yelled derisively to the etemy

Stodidard bade Kim keep still, and
s had our hands fall with a
preliminary skirmish, Davidson, the
detentive. seemod dlsgusted at Mor
gan’s tactics, openly abused the care
and mn ahead
hand. bearing dawn
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Home Circle Column.

Column Dedicated To Tired
Mothers as they Join the
Home Circle
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